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REMARKS 

O  N     A 

LETTER,    ^c. 


HERE  is  no  great  Reafon, 
confidering  the  Diverfity  of 
Opinions  that  reign  at  pre- 
fent  in  the  World,  to  wonder 
that  even  the  mofl  exalted  Wifdom  and 
moft  upright  Integrity  fhould  not  give 
univerfal  Satisfadlion.  To  fay  the  Truth> 
there  is  a  Kind  of  Praife  in  Cenfare,  a 
Sort  of  Applaufe  that  Virtue  extrad^s  from 
the  Reflediions  that  are  thrown  upon  it  j 
and,  I  mult  confefs,  it  is  very  doubtful  to 
me,  which,  in  the  Eye  of  a  penetrating 
Man,  ought  to  raife  the  Charadler  of 
Sir  John  Barnard  highei\  ^e  Praife 
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of  his  Friends,    or  the  envious  Remarks 
of  his  Enemies. 

When  we  confider  the  Grounds  of  this 
Difpute,  and  whence  it  arofe,  I  fay,  JVe, 
who  are  not  immediately  interefted  in 
any  Projects,  are  at  a  Lofs  to  con- 
ceive how  there  comes  to  be  any  Difpute 
at  all ;  much  lefs  how  it  comes  to  pafs 
that  any  Set  of  People  fhould  take  the 
Liberties  they  do  with  this  Gentleman's 
Charadler,  on  account  of  his  having />ro- 
pofed  a  Scheme,  or  Schemes,  for  raifing 
Money  for  the  publick  Service.  The 
Letter- Writer,  who  tells  us  in  his  Title- 
Page  that  he  is  a  Member  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  fpeaks  at  the  Beginning  of 
his  Pamphlet  of  the  Diflrefles  of  the  Na- 
tion,  and  tells  us,  that,  in  her  prefent 
Circumftances,  it  was  requifite  that  ef- 
fectual Means  fhould  be  ufed  for  raifing 
the  Supplies,  and  at  the  fame  Time  the 
utmoft  Frugality.  At  fuch  a  critical  Con- 
jundure  one  would,  at  firft  Sight,  ima- 
gine, that  an  eminent  Merchant,  a 
Tj  __pi- — „ve  for  the  City  of  London^  tho' 
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a  Chrifllan^  might  have  Leave  to  propofe 
his  Thoughts  upon  the  Subje(ft  with  as 
much  Freedom,  and  with  as  great  Hopes 
of  being  well  heard,  as  any  Stock-Jobbery 
Broker,  or  Jew,  of  them  all ;  and  even, 
fince  this  Clamour  has  been  raifed,  it  will 
puzzle  the  moft  ingenious  Orator  in  the 
Coffee-Houfes  about  the  Court  of  Re- 
quefts,    to  tell  us,  where  the  Offence  lay 

in  a  M r's  propofing  a  cheaper  Scheme 

to  the  H — e,  if  there  be  no  Offence,  no 
Indecorum,  in  another  Member's  befpat- 
tering  him  by  a  Letter. 

But,  before  we  enter  into  the  Queftlon 
in  Debate,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  pre- 
mife  a  few  Points  that  are  of  great  Im- 
portance, tho',  as  far  as  I  can  learn,  they 
have  not  been  hitherto  confidcred.  There 
are,  I  prefume  to  fay,  very  different 
Lights  in  which  the  Raifing  of  Supplies 
for  the  publick  Service  may  be  confider'd. 
They  may,  on  the  one  Hand,  be  looked 
upon  as  the  "Ways  and  Means  neceffary  to 
fupport  our  Conftltution  in  Church  and 
State  as  by  Law  eftabliflied,  and  fo  ne-.. 
B  z  celTary 
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ceiTary  thereto,  that,  without  them,  they 
cannot  be  fupported,  or  our  LibertieSj 
which  plainly  and  abfolutely  depend  upon 
them,  preferved :  They  may  be  alfo  con- 
fidered  as  of  the  utmoil  Confequence  with 
regard  to  our  Properties,  for  upon  the 
Support  and  Subli fiance  of  the  Govern- 
ment it  reils,  whether  60  Millions  fhall 
be  Sterling  Money,  or  empty  Smokc^-^Qon- 
fiderations  of  a  Nature  to  make  People 
think  ferioufly  and  with  Attention,  who 
are  capable  of  thinking  at  all,  who  have  a 
due  Regard  for  the  moft  valuable  Things 
in  this  World,  and  a  rational  Concern  for 
the  Fate  of  their  Poflerity. 

But  then  there  is  another,  and  a  very 
different  Lightj  in  which  the  fame  Thing 
may  be  placed.  The  Supplies  are  wanted 
as  much  as  ever  3  the  Circumilances  of 
the  Nation  are  very  much  changed ;  an 
Invafion  is  threatened  from  Abroad,  a 
Rebellion  is  broke  out  at  Home  5  and, 
by  the  Effects  which  the  Arts  of  feme 
have  .produced  on  the  Fears  of  others, 
publick  Credit    looks  a  little  wan:    In 
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fuch  a  Situation   of  Things,    what  may 
not  be  had,  or  at  leaft  what  may  not  be 
afk'd,  for  ready  Money  j    or  who  that  is 
poilefs'd  of  it  himfelf,  or  has  the  abfokite 
Dirediion  of  thofs  who  are  polTefs'd  of  it, 
would  mifs  fo  favourable  an  Opportunity 
of  making  the  moft  ?      It  may  be  iaid  on" 
this  Occafion,   Times  of  public!:  Diflrefs, 
like  dear  Years,  come  but  now  and  then, 
and  therefore  the  Egyptians^    who  have 
the  Corn,    muft  take  that  Opportunity  of 
parting  with  it  at  their  own  Rates,  after 
ufing  their  pious  Endeavours  to  raife  thofe 
Rates  as  high,  as  they  can. 

For  we  ought  likewife  to  refled:,  that, 
as  this  Subject  may  be  fet  in  different 
Lights,  fo,  according  to  the  different 
Lights  in  which  it  is  fet,  it  will  ffrike 
different  Sorts  of  Men.  If  it  be  regarded 
in  the  former  Point  of  View,  all  Men  of 
generous  Sentiments,  all  who  are  really 
influenced  by  publick  Spirit,  all  who  have 
a  real  Affe(5lion  for  their  Countr}'',  all  who 
have  an  immutable  Property  therein,  and 
at  the  fame  Time   all   who  have  good 

Senfe 
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Senle  enough  to  fee  their  own  true  Intc- 
refls,  all  who  would  a6t  like  good  Sub- 
je<fls  and  good  Patriots,  or  like  wife  and 
ileady  Men,  will  be  fo  fully  convinced  of 
the  Neceffity  of  lending  their  Afliflance 
towards  railing  thefc  neceffary  Supplies, 
and  will  have  fo  fincere  an  Inclination  to 
do  all  in  their  Power,  for  themfelves  in 
fa6fy  tho'  it  be  for  the  Governme?2t  in 
?^ame,  that  they  will  apply  themfelves 
heartily  to  the  Tafk,  without  making  any 
Merit  of  the  Service,  even  when  it  is 
performed. 

But,  if  thefe  Supplies  are  to  be  expedled 
from  another  Race  of  People,  who  have 
no  great  Property  in  Land,  whofe  Trade 
lies  chiefly  in  Money,  who  are  ikill'd, 
and  deeply  fkill'd,  in  all  the  Artifices  by 
which  that  Commerce  is  carried  on,  who 
know  how  to  value  that  Property  which 
is  none  of  their's,  and  to  fell  the  Credit 
they  have  with  wealthier  Men  than 
themfelves  at  a  high  Price,  you  muft 
certainly  ftate  the  Matter  in  the  other 
Vv^'ay  ;    for  if  you  do   not  fbew  them 

their 
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their  Advantage,  if  you  do  not  make 
them  underfland  how  they  are  to  get  by 
it  i  in  fhort,  if  you  do  not  make  it  ex- 
tremely well  worth  their  While  to  help 
at  this  Pinch,  the  Nation  may  fink  or 
fwim ;  they  know  how  to  fhift  their  Pro- 
perty in  an  Inftant,  and  to  find,  by  the 
Help  of  a  Packet-Boat,  in  the  Space  of 
twenty- four  Hours  or  lefs,  another  Coun- 
try, to  which  they  have  the  fame  Rela-* 
tion,  and  for  which  they  have  the  fame 
Regard  as  for  this. 

Thefe  Confiderations,  I  will  venture  to 
affirm,  throw  fo  much  Light  upon  this 
Subjedl,  that  it  will  not  for  the  future  be 
in  the  Power  of  the  Letter-Writer,  or 
any  of  his  Friends,  to  make  any  feniible 
and  difmterefted  Man  doubt  about  it  for 
fo  much  as  a  Moment.  I  fay  this  with 
,the  greater  Confidence,  becaufe  it  appears 
that  this  formidable  Author  confiders  the 
Thing  in  the  very  fame  Light  I  do,  by 
the  Account  he  gives  of  the  Time  when, 
and  the  Reafons  upon  which  this  Bargain 
was  flruck.     If  I  do  ?iot  mi/lake^  fays  he, 

this 
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thii  wai  juji  after  our  jhamcful  Defeat  at 
Falkirk,    and  before  the  Rebels  ra?i  aivay 
from  Stirling  i  furely  this  was  not  a  Time 
to  hefitatefor  a  Trifle ;  I  call  2  or  300,000 
Founds  a  Trifle,    'when  the  Fate   of  this 
Nation  might  depend  upon  fecuring  fo  large 
a  Sum  as  'Three  Millio?is.     Here  it  is  fairly 
own'd  that  there  was  a  Trife  given,   a 
Trife  of  2   or  300,000  j^.  for  the  Loan 
of  Two  Millions  and  a  half;  for  that  is 
the  Fadt,    and  that  this  high  Premium  is 
to  be  called  and  regarded  as  a  Trife  from 
the  Confideration  of  the  publick  Diftrefs^ 
and  the  Dearnefs  of  Money  at  that  Time, 
to  fhew  the  Price  of  which,   he  tells  us 
that  the  Eajl-Lidia  Company  gave  at  the 
Rate  of  10  per  CeJtt.    for   the  Loan   of 
Silver  for  flx  Months.      This  fliews  the 
Propofal  that  was  accepted  in  as  ftrong  a 
Light  as   it  is  poffible  to  place  it,    and 
therefore  I  hope  this  Gentleman  will  not 
quarrel  with  me  for  defiring  the  Nation 
may  confider  it  in  the  "vef-y  Light  in  which 
he  has  placed  it. 

There 
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There  are,    however,    fome  few  Re* 
marks     tliat  natunilly     occur   upon    his 
Manner  of  flating  it.      In  the  firft  Place, 
it  is  not  certainly  known  when  this  Bar* 
gain   was  concluded,,    and  therefore   he 
takes  the  Advantage  of  placing  it  at  that; 
Juncture  of  Time,    when  he  thinks  the, 
making  fuch  a  Bargain  would  be  moft 
defenfible.     In  the  next  Place,    he  men- 
tions  the  Price  the  Eaji-hidia  Company 
gave  for  Money  \    which,    if  duly  confi- 
der'd,    and  all  Circumflances   taken   in^ 
was  not  perhaps  a  much  harder  Bargain, 
than  that  made  by  the  Publick  j    but  he 
does  not  advert  to  one  Circumflance,   in 
which    thefe  Bargains    plainly   differed, 
which  is  this,    that  the  Fate  of  the  Na-^. 
tion  depended  upon  one,  and  the  'Trade  of 
the  Company  upon  the  other.     With  one 
Set  of  People,  I  agree  with  him,  that  this 
might  be  a  Motive  for  raifing  the  Confi- 
deration ;    becaufe  fiving  the  Nation  was 
a  Thing  of  infinitely  greater  Confequence 
than  the  other :  But  I  beg  Leave  to  fay, 
tliat,  with  regard  to  the  other  Set  of  Peo- 
C  ple^ 
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pie,  it  would  have  had  quite  a  different 
EfFed,  for  they  muft  have  confidered  the 
advancing  the  Supplies,  not  fo  much  in 
the  Light  of  a  Bargain  for  prefent  Profit, 
as  a  Step  necelfary  to  fecure,  or  to  infure 
their  own  Properties ;  in  which  Light,  it 
cannot  be  denied,  that  they  were  to  find 
their  Intereft  in  doing  it  as  cheap  as  they 
could.  This  makes  a  wide  Difference  in 
the  Cafe,  and  yet  it  is  that  Difference  that 
muft  have  been  made,  and  that  Difference 
which  the  Projectors  of  thefe  two, 
Schemes  had  conftantly  in  their  View, 
as,  before  I  have  done  with  thefe  Remarks, 
I  fliall  clearly  fliew  this  Gentleman  appre- 
hends, as  well  as  I,  and  every  Man  that 
thinks,    muft  do. 

But,  becaufe  he  was  very  well  aware  of 
the  diftind:  Ends  of  thefe  different  Propo- 
fals,  he  thought  it  neceffary  for  his  Pur- 
pofe  to  throw  out  fomething  that  might 
deftroy  this  DiftinCtion ;  and  therefore  he 
fuggefts,  that  the  Reafon  Sir  yohn's 
Scheme  was  not  fooner  propofed,  might 
be,  its  being  kept  in  Fetto,    to  do  Honour 

to 
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to  a  New  Adminiflration,  and  that  un- 
happily failing,  it  was  now  brought  out 
to  dijirefs  the  Old,  that  is,  the  prefent 
Adminiflration.  If  there  w^5  any  Truth 
in  this,  both  Schemes  were  alike  founded 
in  private  Intereft,  and  in  Sir  John's 
Scheme  there  was  a  Mixture  of  Envy  and 
Ill-Nature  into  the  Bargain.  But  let  us 
confiderthis  a  little  :  If  this  Scheme  could 
really  do  Honour  to  another  Miniftry,  it 
muft  be  both  a  good  and  a  pradicable 
Scheme  ;  and  what  can  this  Gentleman 
fay  for  his  Friends,  that  they  did  not  turn 
the  Tables  upon  Sir  Johny  and  revenge 
his  Defign  of  keepihg  it  in  Petto  upon 
himfelf,  by  transferring  this  Honour  to 
their  own  Adminiflration  ?  But  is  it  true 
in  fadt,  or,  rather,  is  it  not  known  to  be 
falfe?  Are  there  not  People  in  the  World 
who  are  fatisfied  that  this  other  Admini- 
flration, when  they  were  about  to  come 
into  Power,  were  fo  far  from  exp'eiting 
any  Scheme  of  Sir  John  Barnard's  forming, 
that  they  were  aftually  follicitous  to  know, 
whether  this  Bargain,  propofed  to  others, 
C  2  might. 
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might  notbeperform'd  to  them;  which,  by 
the  Way,  ihews  that  the  Subicribers  in  cer- 
tain Lifts  did  not  confider  them  quite  in 
the  Light  of  Bonds,  as  this  Gentleman 
would  have  us  believe,  for  then  they 
might,  without  doubt,  have  been  af-r 
fign'd.  But,  if  this  Propofal  was  not  re- 
'  ferved  in  Petto  for  the  new,  it  is  felf-? 
evident  that  it  could  not  be  brought  out, 
at  the  Time  it  was,  purely  to  diftrefs  the 
old  Miniftry.  And  what  follows  then  ? 
Why  that  Sir  John  gave  a  very  fair  Ac- 
count of  his  own  Scheme,  which  was, 
that  he  ftruck  it  out  in  Hopes  of  faving 
the  Publick  from  a  very  hard  Bargain,  in 
which,  w^ithout  Doubt,  he  fhew'd  himfelf 
a  Friend  to  this  Nation,  wiio  muft/^^  the 
whole  of  this  Premium,  though  not  a 
Friend  to  that  Mixture  of  all  Nations,  as 
well  as  Faithsy  that  are  to  receive  ths 
greateft  Part  of  it. 

There  is  a  very  great  Strefs  laid  upon 
Sir  John's  changing  his  Scheme,  in  order 
to  fix  a  Contradi(flion  upon  him;  which  is 
thisj  that  he  had  alTerted  his  firft  Scheme 

to 
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to  be  advantageous  for  the  Publick,  and 
withal  very  pradicable;  whereas,  by  a- 
mending  it,  he  confefs'd  it  to  be  impradli- 
cable.  Let  us  examine  this  a  Httle,  and 
we  fliall  foon  come  at  the  Truth :  Sir 
ydms  iirfl  Scheme  gave  a  Premium  for 
raifing  three  MiUions  of  333,333  /.  6  J".  8  J, 
that  is  to  fay,  the  PubUck  v/ere  to  have 
paid  fo  much  and  no  more  5  whereas,  by 
the  Scheme  now  accepted,  they  are  to 
give  675,000/.  and  not  a  ShilHng  lefsj 
for  we  ought  not  to  eftimate  the  Premium 
but  by  what  is  paid,  and  the  only  certain 
Way  of  knowing  this,  is  by  a  Calculation 
from  Annuities  that  have  been  already 
paid,  which,  it  can  be  proved,  fix  the 
Computation  at  fifteen  Years  Purchafe. 
But,  fays  the  Gentleman,  this  is  upon  a 
Suppofition  that  the  befb  Lives  will  be 
chofen  5  whereas  every  body  knows,  that 
in  Rnglandy  and  in  other  Countries,  Peo- 
ple are  fond  of  buying  Annuities  for  iheir 
own  Lives,  though  not  worth  above  lo, 
8,  or  7  Years  Purchafe.  But  let  me  tell 
that  Gentleman  another  Tning,    that  he 

either 
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either  knows,  or  may  know,  if  he  will 
take  the  Pains  of  enquiring,  that  it  is  very 
probable  the  beft  Part  of  thefe  long  Annu- 
ities will  be  bought  on  the  Lives  of  Peo- 
ple in  other  Countries,  who,  whether  it 
be  owing  to  their  Air^  their  Diet,  or  their 
Living  upon  an  Englijh  Annuity,  have  got 
a  ftrange  Trick  of  living  much  longer  than 
other  People  and  the  Computation  of  1 5 
Years  Purchafe  is  built  upon  the  Fad:, 
of  how  long  the  Government  have  paid 
Annuities  of  this  Sort,  one  with  another, 
that  were  formerly  granted.  In  this  Light, 
therefore,  the  firil:  Propofal  was  very 
advantageous  J  and,  even  in  the  Author's 
Way  of  putting  it,  which  is,  that  the 
Publick  pays  but  500,000  /.  in  thefe  long 
Annuities,  it  was  ftill  advantageous. 
The  next  Thing  to  be  enquired  into  is, 
how  far  it  was  pradticable  ?  This  Gentle- 
man fays  not  at  all  j  but  I  beg  Leave  to 
obferve,  that  it  is  only  he  and  his  Friends 
who  fay  fo  j  and  that  to  many  People,  who 
think  themfelvcs  as  good  Judges  as  they, 
it  appears  in  another    Light  j     for    one 

Million 
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Million  of  this  Money  was  to  have  been 
attended  with  an  Annuity  of  5  /.  per  Cent. 
for  ten  Years  certain,    which,    to  Multi- 
tudes in  tolerable  Circumftances,    would 
have  been  very  agreeable,   as  giving  them 
a  fair  Chance  of  making  5  /.  per  Cent,  of 
their  Money  for  their  Life-times ;  another 
Million  was  to  have  been  attended  with 
Annuities  at  4  /.  per  Cent,  irredeemable, 
and  we  know  that  there  are  Numbers  in 
this  Nation,     whofe   Circumftances    are 
fuch,  that  they  would  be  very  well  con- 
tent with  this ;    the  third  Million  was  to 
have  been  raifed  by  a  Lottery  highly  ad- 
vantageous,   and  which  all  who  incline 
to  employ   their  Money  that  Way  could 
not  fail  to  have  been  pleafed  with  :  And  I 
am  fully  fatisfied  in  my  own  Mind,  that, 
how  lightly  foever  this  firft  Propofal  may 
be  now  treated,  it  will  not  be  long  before 
the  Lofs  of  it  is  regretted  5  and,  even  at 
prefent,     I  defy  any  Man  to  fay  that  the 
present  Scheme  is  lefs  complicated,    for  it 
confifts  of  long  Annuities^    other  AnnuitieSy 
and  Lottery  Tickets  5    the  only  Difference 

is. 
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is,  that  thefe  are  to  be  dealt  out  to  the  lafl 
Pur  chafers  by  the  Schetnijts  -,  and,  accord- 
ing to  Sir  Johns  firft  Propofal,  People 
were  to  have  carved  for  fhemfelves,  and 
have  dealt  diredlly  with  the  Ptiblick  for 
that  kind  of  Security  and  Intereft  which 
they  liked  heft,  without  the  Interpofition 
of  Brokers  at  all. 

But  it  feema  when  he  publiflied  his  fe- 
eond  Scheme,  he  faid,  that  he  had  pub- 
lifhed  his  firft  in  order  to  obtain  the  Opinion 
cfMankind^  co?Kermng  the  beft  Method  of 
raifmg  three  Millions  for  the  Service  of  the 
Governme?it  j  upon  which  the  Letter  Wri- 
ter very  judicioufly  asked,  "  If  this  was 
"  the  only  Intent  of  thaf^firfl  Propofaf, 
*'  to  obtain  the  Opinion  of  Mankind y  and 
"  not  to  raife  the  Money,  how  came 
"  you,  Sir,  to  declare  the  firft  Day,  in  the 
**  Committee,  that  your  firfi:  Scheme 
*'  would  fucceed,  and  that 'you  would  be 
"  anfwcrable  for  the  Execution  ?"  Tart 
indeed,  but  far  enough  from  being  con- 
clufive  :  the  Scheme  mlG;ht  be  both  ad- 
vantageous  and  pradlcable,    and  yet  not 
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tlie  mojl  advantageous,    or  at  leafl  the  mofi 
pradlicable  -,     and  furely  there  was  great 
Modefly,  as   well  as  great  Honeily,  ex- 
prefs'd  in  the  Manner  of  changing  the 
Scheme,    that  it  might  be  flill  eafier  and 
more  perfect  ;  and,  though   it  might  not 
be  Sir  yohri's  only  End,  yet  it  was  certain- 
ly  his   chief  End,     in   publilhing    both 
Schemes,  to  difcover  how  Three  Millions 
might  bejl  be  railed,  and  ah  End  that  nei« 
ther  he,    nor  any  good  Man  need  be  a- 
fliamed  of.      People  who  drive  Bargains 
for  their  private  Profit  may  be   ftifF  and 
peremptory,    but  fuch  as  propofe  to  find 
out  the  fairefl:  and  moft  c^ffedtual  Mean^ 
for  engaging  a  Nation  to  help    itfelf  will 
be  more  pliant,  they  will  hear  what  Folks 
have  to  fay,    improve  by  it,   and  change, 
though  perhaps  not  for  the  better^    yet  to 
the  better  liking  of  the  Purchafers ;    and 
what  Harm,  what  Inconfiilency  is  there 
in  all  this,    couridering  the  Character  of 
the  Man,  who,   all  along,  aded  only  as  a 
Patriot  f    but  becaufe  he  propofed  raifmg 
of  Money  for  the  Vublick,  this  Gsntleman, 
D  \% 
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It  Teems,  thought  he  fliould  have  adted 
hke  a  Stock- Jobber,  That  indeed  he  did 
not,  and,  if  it  was  a  Fault,  I  muft  own,  as 
well  as  I  like  Sir  JoJm,  I  cannot  excufe 
him. 

But  what  provokes  this  Writer  mofl  of 
all,  was.  Sir  John's  offering  a  Depofit,  firft 
of  300,000  in  Stock,  then,  if  that  was  not 
liked,  in  Money y.  or,    if  that  was  too  little^ 
four  times  that  Sum.     Why  this  was  cruel 
indeed,    becaufe  it  left  no  Room  for  Ob- 
jedtions :  But  what  fays  the  Letter- Writer 
to  it,  ''  Surely,  Sir,  youmuft  have  no  more 
"  to  do,  but  to  Jia?}jp  with  your  Foot  up- 
"^^  on  the  Ground,    and  raife  Millions.'' 
But  why  Is  this  fo- incredible,  why  fhould 
not  an  Alderman  and  Merchant  of   the 
City  of  London  be  as  able  to  anfwer  for 
one  Million,    as  Stock-Jobhers  for  three, 
efpecially  when  he  asked  fo  {hort  a  Time 
to  do  it  in  as  two  Days  ?    Can  any  Body 
fiippofe,    that  Sir  John  Barnard  did  not 
know  what  he  was  faying  I  Is  it  to  be  be- 
lieved that  he  would  risk  his  Character,  by 
undertaking  what  he  was  by  no  Means 
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able  to  perform  ?  or  can  any  Man  breath- 
ing believe,  that  he  could  have  any  Par- 
pofe  to  ferve  by  impofing  upon  the  Houfe 
for  tv70  Days  ?  It  is  indeed  certainly  right 
in  thofe  who  rejected  this  Propofal,  to  per- 
fifl  in  ridicidi?2g  it,  and  I  will  not  deny, 
that,  if  the  Thing  was  at  all  feaiible,  they 
are  in  the  right  to  perfuade  the  World 
that  Sir  John  promifed  what  he  could  not 
make  good.  But  what  World  mufl  this 
be  ?  not  that  furely  that  has  been  (o  long 
acquainted  with  Sir  yoJm  Barnard,  who 
know  his  Prudence,  Moderation  and  In- 
tegrity, who  know  he  is  too  wife  to  de- 
ceive himfelf,  and  too  honeft  to  impofe 
upon  others,  too  much  a  Man  of  Senfe 
not  to  know  what  Power  he  had,  too 
much  a  Man  of  Honour  to  think  of  tri- 
fling with  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and 
that  too  at  fuch  a  Juniflure. 

.  But  this  Gentleman  adds,  to  his  former, 
a  new  Set  of  Arguments,  which,  if  what 
he  faid  before  had  either  Truth  or  Weight 
in  it,  mufl  have  been  needlefs,  not  to  fay 
ridiculous :  For  thefe  Arguments  are  in- 
P  z  tended 
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tended  to  prove,  that,  if  the  Propofal  had 
been   accepted,      and  the  Depofit  made, 
though  the  Nation  might  have  been  fafe, 
yet  Sir  John's  Friends  would  have  been 
undone.      A    Minute    ago    he    had    no 
Friends,  and  only  ftamp'd  with  his  Foot 
to  raifc  Millions.    Now  it  was  right  to  lay 
the  Propofal  afide,  in  pity  to  thofe,  who,  in 
Confidence  of  his  ipfe  dixit,  would  have 
ventured  to  make  this  Depofit :  If  there- 
fore   we    will  take    the  Letter- Writer's 
Word,  he  was  always,  and  every  Way,  in 
the  wrong  j     W^ong  in  not  propoiing  his 
Scheme  before,    ivrong  when  he  did  pro- 
pofe  it,  izTcng  in  his  firfl:  Propofal,  'wrofig 
in  changing  it,    wrong  in  his  Supplement, 
wrong  in  his  I)epofit  j  but  why  ?   Becaufe 
this  Gentleman  and  his  Friends  were  de- 
termined that  he  fliould  fjccer  be  in  the 
right. 

There  Is  one  Thing,  however,  that  de- 
fer ves  particular  Notice,  and  that  is  this  : 
The  Chafiges  Sir  John  made  in  his  Scheme 
werp  in  Compliance  with  otlier  People's 
Ppinlons,  in  order  to  free  it  from  Objedti- 
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ons  that  were  made  to  it,  and  at  laft,  by 
the  Offer  of  the  Dcpofit^  to  free  it  from  all 
the  Objedlions  that  pofTibly  could  be  made 
to  it,  which  he  offered  after  he  had  had 
Time  to  confider  the  Point,  and  to  fatisfy 
himfelf,  whether  that  was  a  Thing  pradli- 
cabfe  to  be  procured  or  not.  So  that,  in 
Fa(^,  his  Alterations  did  not  proceed  from 
any  Faults  in  his  Schemes,  but  from  th^ 
Manner  in  which  his  feveral  Propofals 
were  treated ;  his  Amendments  were  not 
fo  much  to  render  xhtm  more  praBicabky 
as  more  palatable ,  they  were  not  to  make 
his  Projeds  do,  for  perhaps  a}2y  of  them 
would  have  done,  but  to  engage  fuch  as 
had  it  in  their  Pov/er  to  let  any  one  of  them 
copie  to  a  Trial. 

It  is  very  true,  and  v/ithout  Doubt  Sir 
John  knew  it  well,  that  he  had  many  Dif- 
ficulties to  ftruggle  with  3  that  Stocks  had 
been  run  down  by  various  Arts,  as  well  as 
various  Accidents,  to  furnifli  thofe,  who 
made  the  bargain,  with  Money  for  their 
firft  Payments  upon  it;  to  keep  the  Stocks 
}ow,    that  the  Unreafonablenefs  of  their 
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Bargain  might  not  appear,  and  many  other 
Things  of  this  kind  :    But  he  knew  all 
this,  and  I  dare  fay  forefaw  what  the  Let- 
ter-Writer puts  him  in  Mind  of,  that  more 
might  have  been  done,  but  the  Terms  he 
makes  ufe  of  are  fo  extraordinary,    that  I 
cannot  help  repeating  them.     "  If,    fays 
"  he,    you  and  your  Friends,    Sir,    had 
•'  blown  up  the  Scheme  in  the  Bill,    de- 
''  pend   upon   it,    many   Perfons,    both 
"  '^eiiD^  and  Gentiles^  would  have  fet  their 
"  Faces  againfl  yours,  and,  either  out  of 
"  Refentment    or    Self-Interefl,     would 
"  have  done  their  utmofl  to  depreciate 
*^  the  Value  of  Stock  at  the  publick  Auc- 
* '  tion ."     Very  candid  and  ingemiotis  truly, 
and  I  dare  fay  we  may  depend  upon  the 
^Vuth  of  it ;  and  what  fort  of  an  Opinion 
ought  this  Nation  to  have  of  thofe  j^fu'j  and 
Gc/i^Z/cJ,  who,  from  their  being  difappointed 
of  driving  a  hard  Bargain,    on  account  of 
the  Kingdom's  Necejjities^  would,  out  of  a 
Mixture  of  Refentment  and  Self-Interefl:, 
run   down  publick  Credit  ?    What  muft 
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every  worthy  Man  think  of  fuch  a  Race 
of  People,  or  ef  fuch  as,  after  fctting  out 
theie  to  be  their  Principles,  dare  cfpoufe 
and  defend  them?  What,  I  fay  again, 
mufl  honeft  Men  think  of  them  ?  Really 
that  I  cannot  pretend  to  fay  j  but  oneThmg 
I  am  quite  clear  in,  that  there  is  nothing 
wonderful  in  feeing  fucb  People,  after 
they  have  carried  their  Point,  endeavour- 
ing to  nm  do'wn  the  CharaBcr  of  Sir  John 
Barnard,  and  all  the  World  muH 
wonder  if  they  fiiould  be  able  to  do  it : 
That  would  exceed  the  Stamp  upon  the 
Ground,  that  was  to  raife  Millions ;  nay, 
and  that  more  furprizing  Stamp  which 
JanBified  their  Ba?'gai?T, 

Upon  the  Whole,  I  mufJ:  defire  the 
Pleader  to  obferve,  that  the  Letter- 
Writer,  thro'  his  whole  Performance^ 
ov/ns,  that  .the  Propofals  made  by  Sir 
yoh?2  Barnard  were  very  advantageous  to 
the  Publick  y  that  there  was  a  very  high 
Premium  given  upon  the  other  Scheme,, 
which  could  only  be  juftified  by  the  Ne- 
ceffity  there   was   of  giving   it,    and  the 
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Confidence  the  great  Men  had,  from  Ex- 
perience, that  thefe  Money-Lenders  could 
ferve  them,  if  they  came  up  to  their 
Terms ;  that,  befides,  the  Propofal  had 
been  accepted  before  Sir  'John  offer' d  his, 
and  that,  tho'  it  was  not  convenient  to 
fay  it  in  the  Houfe,  yet  out  of  the  Houfe 
it  may  be  affirmed  that  this  Agreement 
ought  to  bind  thofe  who  gave  no  Autho- 
rity to  make  it  ;  that,  after  all,  Sir  John's, 
Propofal  might  have  carried  it,  if  he  could 
have  made  his  Depofit,  but,  as  he  could 
not,  he  juflly  lofl  it.  As  to  the  Proof 
of  this  lafl  Particular,  upon  which  the 
Whole  hangs,  we  have  this  namelefs 
Member's  Authority  and  Word  for  it, 
that  Sir  John  could  not  raife  the  Depofit, 
agairrft  Sir  John  Barnard's  folemn  AfT-a- 
rance  that  he  could,  whofe  Word  was 
never  doubted  before,  no  not  by  this  Gen- 
tleman, and  that  too  by  his  own  Con- 
fefTion. 

As  he  concludes  his  Pamphlet  with 
confidering  the  Confequences  that  would 
have  followed,  if  Sir  Johiis  Propofals  had 
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all  of  them  £\ird,  I  {hall  end  mine  by 
fuggefting  a  few  of  the  Confequences  that 
muft  have  happen'd,  if  he  had  (as  I  ftill 
make  no  Doubt  he  would)  have  mide  all 
he  promifed  goodj  after  which  I  fliall 
leave  it  to  the  Reader  to  confider,  whe- 
ther we  ought  to  rejoice  or  repiiic,  that 
his  Endeavours  met  with  fuch  a  Fate, 
and  his  Propofals  for  the  publick  Service 
were  rejeded  firft,  and  fince  treated  with 
Scorn  and  Ridicule. 

If  Sir  John  Barnard'^  Propofals  had 
taken  Effedl,  the  Nation  had  known  its 
own  Strength,  and  its  own  Spirit ;  we 
fhould  have  feen  how  far  Zeal  for  the 
Conftitution,  and  a  Senfe  of  their  own 
Intereft,  would  have  carried  fuch  as  have 
Money,  and  how  ready  they  would  have 
been  to  have  taken  that  Method  which 
fuited  them  beft,  of  contributing  to  the 
Supplies,  and  affifting  that  Government 
which  protects  their  Liberties  and  Pro- 
perties, and  upon  which  only  both  of 
them  muil  always  depend. 

E  We 
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We  fliouU  then  have  feen  the  Admi- 
niftration  releafed    from  the  Fatigue  of 
examining,    and  the  Danger   of  chufmg 
Projeds    for   raifing   Money    upon   hard 
Terms  >   and,    if  there  be   any  Truth  in 
what  has   been    fo   confidently  afferted, 
that  others  are  bound  to  ratify  whatever 
Contrads  they  make,    we   fhould  have 
feen  this  Obligation  taken  away,  which 
has  ftolen  very  filently  into  our  Conflitu- 
tion,    and  which  all ,  good  Patriots  will 
wifh  may  make  a  Part  of  it  for  as  fhort  a 
Time  as  poffible.      We  fhould  then  have 
feen  the  publick  Supplies  raifed  without 
any  unequal  or  private  Advantage,   and 
without    the   Affiftance    of   peremptory 
Lifts,  and  that  Sort  of  overbearing  Au- 
thority  which    is   derived    from  having 
Money   in  a  Time  of  Neceffity,    and  a 
Will  to  make  that  Neceffity  felt  with  the 
utmoft  Severity,    which  muft  be  always 
regretted,  hovv'  oft  foever  complied  with. 

Weftiould,  if  Sir  John  Barnard's  Pra- 
pofals  had  been  accepted  and  carried  into 
Execution,  have  feen  publick  Credit  raife 
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her  Head  again,  and  all  our  Stocks  reco- 
vering their  juft  Value,  founded  on  the 
proper  Bafis  of  a  hearty  and  iincere  Con- 
fiderice  in  that  Faith,  which,  as  it  has 
been  never  broken,  ought  never  to  have 
been  fufpecfled. 

And  laftly,  to  avoid  being  tedious,  we 
fhould  have  feen  this  Sting  of  Neceffity 
drawn,  for  there  would  have  been  for  the 
future  no  Neceffity  for  taking  any  other 
Methods  than  thefe.  The  Publick  would 
have  offer'd,  in  the  faireft,  plaineft,  and 
mofl  open  Manner,  the  Terms  upon 
which  fhe  defired  a  Supply,  and  the  Pre^ 
mium,  whatever  it  was,  would  have 
gone  where  it  ought  to  go,  to  the  laft 
Purchafers,  to  thofe  who  adtually,  and, 
bonajide,  lend  their  Money  ;  and,  as  the 
Publick  would  have  faved  very  confidera- 
bly  by  this  Method,  fo  the  publick  Cre- 
ditors likewife  would  have  faved  thofe 
Expences  of  Brokerage,  which  might  in 
the  Eye  of  Equity  be  conlidered  as  a  far- 
ther Premium. 

Thefe, 
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Thefe,  I  fay,  would  have  been,  and 
mufl  have  been,  the  Confequences  of  the 
carrying  Sir  'John  Barnard's  Propofals 
into  Execution  >  but  v^^hat,  and  how  many 
good  Confequences  will  follow  from  the 
other  Scheme,  and  the  eAablifhing  for  the 
future  this  Method  of  Managing,  let 
thofe  who  conceive  them  declare,  and 
thereby  manifeft  the  Service  they  have 
done  their  Country. 
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